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CHURCH 

Grace 

February 2017 Newsletter 

 

Worship  

at Grace 
 

Communion is celebrated 

at all services. 
 

February 5 
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Christian Ed 9:30 a.m. 
 

February 12 
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Christian Ed 9:30 a.m. 
 

February 19 
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Christian Ed 9:30 a.m. 
 

February 26 

 Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Christian Ed 9:30 a.m. 

Grace Lutheran Church 
900 N.  Mason,  

Appleton, WI 54914 
 

Pastor Vicki Fink 
920/450-7796 

Office Manager:   

Sarah Bultman 
920/733-9135 

 

Grace54914@gmail.com   
www.gracelutheranappleton.org 

Its Been Real… 

During my time at Grace there has been a sense of 

“realness” in our life together for which I am very grateful.  

Glennon Doyle Melton, in her book Love Warrior says this: 

“We can choose to be perfect and admired, or to be real 

and loved.” I agree with Melton that the choice to be real 

opens up a potential for love. Of course pain is also very 

possible. Staying hidden in the illusion of perfection though 

has its own pain.  Melton thinks that being real is better 

because nothing hurts as much as not being known. I agree.  

I’m glad I didn’t have to simply mark time here until you got 

your pastor. I am grateful to those of you who opened your 

hearts to me and for the times we listened and shared our 

real selves. I’m grateful that we have prayed and worked 

together.  I’m so very glad that it’s been real during this 

transition time. I believe letting go of the illusion of perfection 

will carry all of us well into whatever is next.  

February is a month of hearts and cupids. It reflects in some 

ways this concept of love gained through sending out our 

true selves into the mercy of others. We need people with 

whom we are real, who we know and who know us.   

We see God’s true self most clearly in the life and teaching 

of Jesus. We see that God is willing to meet us where we are, 

in the full reality of all our gifts and failures. Our God lives with 

us in the grit of life. Christ meets us in the realness of who we 

are as individuals and as a community. Christ meets us with 

mercy and love.  

Our paths are separating this month. It has been wonderful 

to share this part of the journey with you.  In the way ahead, 

choose to be known, to be real- that’s my advice.   ”Let 

mutual love continue.”    (Hebrews 13.1) 

 

Pastor Vicki  
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 From the Council President 
 

Each year we move thru the seasons of Christmas, Epiphany and Lent in just two short months.  This 
makes it very easy to overlook what really happened in real time.  This period of the Christian calendar 
lasted for more than 30 years.  Within that time God chose to provide us with precious few details 
regarding day to day events.  This lack of detail makes our human nature even more curious into what 
may or may not have happened during Jesus’ youth and early ministry.  Ultimately the missing details 
have no effect on our salvation for we know for certain how things end with  Easter and Ascension. 
  
February brings to end our time of transition here at Grace.  Pastor Dan Luett will become our new 
pastor starting March 1st.  If you can remember back to November 2015 we entered transition thinking 
we knew most if not all the answers.  We were convinced we knew who we were, what we could 
afford and where we were going.  We expected to call a full time pastor in only 3-6 months.  Reality 
was quite different .  Our call process took over 14 months and was not always smooth.  We actually 
called a 50% part-time pastor to lead us.  We have been made aware of our buildings troubles and 
talked frankly about budget.  Who could have guessed that our building would be used by four 
separate communities of faith along with the Appleton School system.  We certainly don’t know all the 
details of what our future will hold now either but we certainly can be comfortable knowing where we 
have come from.  We welcome Pastor Dan to this journey and look forward to his ministry and insights 
as we forge new history and details together. 
  
February will also mean saying good-bye to our interim pastor Vicki Fink.  Her last day with us will be 
February 15th. She has helped us to know ourselves often reminding us of reality and to listening to 
what we were being called to today.  We wish Pastor Vicki all the best as she moves forward with…you 
know, I don’t think those details are set in stone either. 

Tom Jensen 
Church Council President 

Seeds for Growth   
On Thursday, February 9th from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Trinity will be hosting an 
informational program at Grace on Seeds for Growth.   Seeds for Growth is 
a process of discovery and discernment where designated leaders from a 
congregation are equipped to facilitate a process of discernment with their 
own congregation.  Members of our Council will be attending and you are 
invited too.  Do you feel Grace is in need of renewal?  Do you feel Grace 
needs to think about where we as a congregation fit into God’s mission in 
this fact-changing world?  If the answer to these questions is yes, please join 
us as we learn more about Seeds for Growth.  The program is free of charge.  
We look forward to seeing you there.   
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Transition Treasurers 
On Sunday, February 12, Grace members will look 
back one more time before entering into a “new 
era.”  Offer your “Transition Treasure” by filling 
out one of the slips on the desk in the Gathering 
Area.  What do you count as a blessing of the past 
year? 
 

February 12th, Pastor Vicki’s last Sunday with 
Grace, these Treasures will be collected and 
offered with the regular offering.  In times of 
transition, God’s faithfulness and blessings are 
even more precious.  Whether you are able to be 
in worship on the 12th or not, members are 
encouraged to take part in this gathering together 
all the good from the past year and thanking God! 

2016 Contribution Statements  
Monthly statements are available on the desk in 
the gathering area.  If you are unable to pick yours 
up, please let the office know and we will mail it 
to you.  If you have questions regarding your 
statement, or your address needs changing please 
let Cheryl Muggenthaler know.  Thank you. 
 

Offering Envelopes 

If you did not receive envelopes and would like 
some, please let us know.  You do not have to be 
a member to use Grace envelopes.  If you have 
envelopes we will be able to prepare a year end 
giving statement for you in 2017.  There are cards 
in the pews you can fill out requesting us to 
prepare envelopes for you.  Thank you. 
 

PIZZA KING, 800 E. Wisconsin Ave. in Appleton, 

is the destination for the C-O-N-N-E-C-T dining 
group on Sunday, Feb. 19, at 5:00 P.M.  We have 
reserved their FREE, extra, room for this.  There is 
a sign up sheet on the desk to register your 
attendance by Sun. Feb. 12.  Pizza is on the menu, 
but you can make a sandwich, salad or wrap with 
any of their ingredients.  Come, join in the 
fellowship.   

The Appleton Conference Annual Meeting 
will be held Saturday, February 4, 8:30 – 11:00 
a.m. at St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Menasha.  
Each congregation is entitled to two delegates 
from their congregation to attend, one male and 
one female and vote on grants that will be 
distributed from the dues that each congregation 
donates.  In 2017, $18,000 will be distributed for 
various local mission projects at the meeting. Are 
you willing to serve as a delegate for Grace?  
Contact Cheryl Muggenthaler 

The Heart of the Valley Optimist Club 
donated $500 to the High School Grilled Cheese 
Lunch as a part of the distribution of remaining 
funds after almost 40 years of funding youth 
activities and projects. 

Grace Happenings 

Moving forward in Grace 
 

   To Do List: 
 

 Attend Seeds for Growth, Thursday evening, Feb 9th hosted by Trinity in the PAC 
(see President Tom Jensen's article for details) 

 List a "Transition Treasure"  on one of the slips in the Gathering Area to be 
included with the offering at Pastor Vicki's last Sunday, Feb 12th. 

 Pray for a great start-up beginning March 1st with Pastor Dan Luett. 
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Ushers:  Larry Baumbach, Mike Keeney,  
    Phillip Keeney, Joe Wilharms 
 

February 5 
Greeters: Mason - Gerry & Ed Kerwell 
    East - Phyllis & Gary Schroeder 

Asst. Minister:  Sharon Meier 

Lector:  Sharon Meier 

8:30 Communion:  Dennis Pringnitz 

10:30 Communion:  LuAnn Seidl 
       

February 12 
Greeters:  Mason - Millie, Joe & Lindsey Wilharms 

       East - Bonnie Planner 

Asst. Minister:  Larry Baumbach 

Lector:  Carey Mackesy 

8:30 Communion:  Ron Bailey 

10:30 Communion:  Deb Werth 
     

February 19 

Greeters:  Mason - Ron Bailey 

         East - Mary Kruckeberg & Mary Wheeler  

Asst. Minister: Mark Balkman 

Lector:  Gerry Kerwell 

8:30 Communion: Gene Krull 

10:30 Communion:  Judy Cross 
 

February 26 
Greeters:  Mason - Nita Williams 

    East - Mary & Tom Jensen 

Asst. Minister:  Mandie Klauer 

Lector:  Gene Krull 

8:30 Communion:  Marty Grow   

10:30 Communion:  LuAnn Seidl 

February Worship Assistants 

 Scripture Readings 

February 5:  

Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 

Matthew 5:13-20 

 

February 12: 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Matthew 5:21-37 

 

February 19:  

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 

Matthew 5:38-48 

 

February 26:  

Exodus 24:12-18 

2 Peter 1:16-21 

Matthew 17:1-9 
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Sunday\\ Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
9am TLC Bible 

Study 

6:45 pm AA 

7:00 pm APA  

Bible Study 

7pm TLC  

Worship 

2 

10 am - 1 pm 

Grilled Cheese 
3:30 AWHS 

Dance Team 

6:30 pm  

TLC Singers  

 

3 
9 am  

Bible Study 

  

 

4 
9 am Hmong 

Worship 

Sanctuary 

 

 

5 

8:30 am Worship  

9:30 am Christian Ed 

9:30 am GV Meeting 

10:30 am Worship 
12:30 pm Appleton 

Pentecostal Assembly 

 

6 
3:30 pm AWHS 

Dance Team 

7:00 pm TLC 

Bible Study 

7:30 pm AA 

7  

8:30 am Quilters 

10:30 am Worship 

& Music Meeting 

3:30 pm AWHS 

Dance Team 

6pm Confirmation 

6:30pm FV Chorus 

6:30pm TLC Exec.  

8 
9am TLC Bible 

Study 

6:45 pm AA 

7:00 pm APA  

Bible Study 

7:00 pm TLC 

Worship 

                             

9 10 am - 1 pm 

Grilled Cheese 

10 am - 1pm 

Salvation Army 

3:30 pm AWHS 

Dance Team 
6:30 pm Seeds for 

Growth 

 

10 
9 am  

Bible Study 

 

 

11 

9 am Hmong 

Worship 

Sanctuary 

 

1-4 pm 

FVC Event in 

PAC 

12 

8:30 am Worship  

9:30 am Christian Ed 

10:30 am Worship 
12:30 Appleton  

Pentecostal Assembly 

13 
3:30 pm AWHS 

Dance Team 

6:30 pm  

Joy Circle 

7:30 pm AA 

 

 

14 
8:30 am Quilters 

3:30 pm AWHS 

Dance Team 

6pm Confirmation 

6:30pm FV Chorus 

 

 

 

15 

9am TLC Bible 

Study 

6:45 pm AA 

7:00 pm TLC 

Worship 

7:00 pm APA  

Bible Study 
News. Deadline 

16 10 am - 1 m 

Grilled Cheese 

3:30 pm AWHS 

Dance Team 

6:30 pm 

Council Mtg. 
6:30 pm  

TLC Singers  

7:00 pm  

TLC Ringers 

17 
9 am  

Bible Study 

 

 

18 
9 am Hmong 

Worship 

Sanctuary 

 

 

19 

8:30 am Worship  

9:30 am Christian Ed 

10:30 am Worship  
12:30 pm Appleton 

Pentecostal Assembly 

20 
6:30 pm FVC 

Board Meeting 

7:30 pm AA 

21 
 

8:30 am Quilters 

6pm Confirmation 

6:30pm FV Chorus 

6:30 pm TLC 

Council Meeting 

 

22 
9am TLC Bible 

Study 

6:45 pm AA 

7:00 pm TLC 

Worship 

7:00 pm APA  

Bible Study 

23 
10 am - 1 pm 

Grilled Cheese 

6:30 pm  

TLC Singers  

7:00 pm  

TLC Ringers 

 

24 

9 am  

Bible Study 

25 
9 am Hmong 

Worship 

 

26 

8:30 am Worship  

10:30 am Worship 
12:30 pm Appleton 

Pentecostal Assembly 

27 

7:30 pm AA 

 

 
 

 

28 
 

8:30 am Quilters 

6pm Confirmation 

6:30pm FV Chorus 

    

Grace Lutheran Church 

900 N. Mason St.  

Appleton, WI  54914 

February 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Crafters Weekend at 

Grace 
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  Living Faith 

Prayer Huddles 

Have you wondered about the Prayer Huddle after the 8:30am worship 
service?  The Huddle is open to anyone who is interested in praying 
together after worship. It was adopted as a practice at Grace not long ago. 
 
Back last October, Grace listed Our Redeemer and Trinity in the Prayers 
for the Week and prayed for these congregations in the Prayers of 
Intercession before Communion. It occurred to Verla Koerner one week 
that Grace should also be praying for themselves! With all the talk about 
decline and the assessment of reality going on, Grace’s needs were real 
too. “Why aren’t we praying for our own church” was Verla’s convicting 
question. She asked that prayer to be put on the Prayer Chain, listed in the 
Prayer for the Week and included the Prayers of Intercession each Sunday. 
The prayer request was ‘for a pastor willing to serve Grace’.  

At the Adult Bible Study, Verla talked with members about this realization.  It turns out that the 
Council had just met with Pastor Jean DeVoll- Donaldson (Grace member and Synodical Director for 
Mission) to discuss Redevelopment programs. She said that prayer and bible study among members 
was at the heart of any successful program. In Bible Study that Sunday, Jen Johnson Wrege asked, 
“How about you Verla? Will you start a prayer group for members?” “I’m not good at praying 
aloud” she said. Then Verla asked Mark Balkman who was sitting next to her, “Will you help me?” “ I 
will be there for you all the way” was his reply. 

Not too long after that Sunday, the practice of a Prayer Huddle was explained in the bulletin and 
during announcements. Members were invited to come to the front of the sanctuary after worship 
to pray together for any concerns they had. Verla’s concern for a new pastor was offered each week 
along with prayers for family members, those with cancer, and the brother of a High School student  
to name a few. Each one prayed from their heart around the circle of the huddle.  

Verla attributes the gift of a pastoral candidate’s name to these prayers.   Also, around the same 
time that the Prayer Huddles were beginning, a Pentecostal mission project in Appleton was not 
finding anywhere to meet. After their bishop met with the group one night, he ended up driving by 
Grace and wondered about meeting at Grace. They are doing just that for this next year, and all 
involved  feel the match was a gift from God.  

The Call Committee has done its work, the Council and 
Congregational voted,  and a call has been extended to a new 
pastor. The prayer request that started the Prayer Huddles has 
been answered. “My prayer was answered, but it’s not right not to 
continue.” Verla says. She says she feels guilty, “if that’s the right 
word” not to continue.  “We need to offer thanks too!” 

There is a mixed group of people who come forward for the Prayer Huddle each week. Each shares 
what they want to pray for. There is an openness to one another as needs are shared and lifted up 
to God .  Many blessings have grown out of the Prayer Huddle.  



7 

 

 

 
 
 

Care List Prayers 

 

In Prayer this Month 
 

Do you have a need?  When you need prayers said for you or a loved one, we 
have Prayer Chain Teams. If you have a prayer  request, please call Mary Hubers,  
731-1428 or Carol Sievert, 734-4473.   
 
For those in Hospice Care especially Earl Breitenfeldt. 
 
For Healing for Tom Jensen; Mardie Paalman, Cookie Regal's sister; Winston 
Augustus Smith, Cheryl Muggenthaler's nephew; Mary 
Langdon, Cheryl Muggenthaler’s sister-in-law; Rev. 
Jennie Johnson Wrege; Val Sieg. 
 
For those with cancer especially Melissa Heins, Gene 
and Karen Krull’s daughter; Mark Catlin; Robyn 
Messenger, Deb Baumbach's sister; and Roger Schmidt. 
 

 

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 

Earl Breitenfeldt 

Adeline Elias 

Dorothy Henke 

Ellen Holz 

Donny Kassube 

Marie Mueller 

Ruby Niemuth 

Gladys Prahl 

Henry Schoenborn 

Selma Torbeck 

Rose Zinck 

Each week cards are on the table in the 

gathering area for you to sign for a 

homebound member.  Please take a minute 

to sign the cards on Sunday mornings or 

write a short note. Also, usually at the end 

or beginning of each month, there are 

envelopes that contain newsletters and/or 

devotionals for homebound members.  If 

you are able to deliver one of these 

envelopes to a member that would be 

great.  A short visit is very much 

appreciated. 

What’s New in the Narthex? 

What is the new stand of booklets in the narthex? The Stephen 
Ministry has thoughtfully put together a myriad of booklets dealing 
with many different problems and situations people might encounter 
in their lives. Perhaps you know someone with cancer, someone 
suffering from depression or chronic pain, someone who has lost a 
loved one, someone who is a caregiver. These and many more topics 
are covered. These are free for the taking, and we hope they offer 
Christian help and sustenance in your life. These Care Notes have 
been provided by Trinity Lutheran Church along with the display 
stand, and we thank them. Please browse and help yourself.  

         The Care Team  
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FEBRUARY 2017 NEWS 
 

The New Year is in full swing by now at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes, with many activities and plans for 

more! The tenants were incredibly pleased with the Christmas bags that many of your congregations helped 

prepare this year! Through the Connections program, we had donations from Immanuel (Zittau), St. Paul 

(Neenah), First English (Appleton-North), Prince of Peace (Appleton), and Our Saviour’s (Appleton). The bags 

themselves were decorated and all the wonderful things inside the bags were donated by members of these 

congregations. Our tenants’ faces really lit up when they received the wonderful Christmas bags! 

We are still looking for Connectors (people who would be the “connection” between Fox Valley Lutheran 

Homes and your congregation) from the following congregations: Zion/Appleton, Christ the King/Sherwood, 

Christus/ Greenville, St. Timothy/Menasha, Gloria Dei/Neenah, Our Savior’s/Neenah, Trinity/New London, Grace/

Winchester, and Lord of the Lakes/Winneconne. Although I had someone working with me at Christmas time from 

First English, I don’t actually have a connector from First English/Appleton either. I believe I have someone in 

process from Christ the King/ Combined Locks. 

We unexpectedly have a couple of vacancies in our one bedroom apartments this winter, so if you know of 

anyone who might be interested, send them my way! I am normally in the office Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays, and I would love to give a tour and answer questions about our terrific facility and the lovely people 

who live here. It is truly a family here, with people who look out for each other and care about one another. 

Our 2016 Fall Appeal went very well and we appreciate all the responses that you have sent us. It’s not too 

late if you are still holding on to your letter and haven’t decided your level of giving. We will be happy to receive 

your gift at any time! 

Our 2017 ANNUAL MEETING will take place on Saturday, April 29, with registration beginning at 8:30, and 

the meeting starting at 9:00 a.m. According to our By-laws, 

“for each Member [congregation] that has more than five hundred (500) confirmed individual members of 

its congregation, that Member shall be entitled to one (1) additional Delegate for each additional five 

hundred (500) (or any portion thereof) confirmed individual members of its congregation." Please collect 

the names, addresses, and phone numbers of the elected/selected delegates and email them to Becky Luett 

at becky.fvlhomes@gmail.com, along with the name of the congregation they will be representing.                                                  
    

Becky Luett, Deacon, Executive Director 

Questions about Dementia? 
Fox Valley Lutheran Homes is hosting a two part program dedicated to understanding Dementia.  What 
is normal memory loss?  How do you recognize Dementia?  How do you communicate best with a 
person with Dementia?  These and many other questions will be addressed at our two sessions.   

The first session will be Monday, February 13th at 10:30 a.m. in the Linwood Commons.  The second 
session will be held Monday, March 13th at 10:30 a.m.  These classes are free but we do request that 
you call to register.  Please call Monday - Thursday 734-7225.  This program is sponsored by the Fox 
Valley Memory Project.  This organization is a valuable resource, come and learn about services available 
to persons with Dementia and their caregivers. 

One Bedroom Apartment for rent at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes. Call Becky at 734-7225. Come for 

a visit and see for yourself how homey, friendly and spacious the apartments and the whole facility are! 

mailto:becky.fvlhomes@gmail.com
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Another High School Connection 

The Dance Team from Appleton West is practicing in Grace’s 

PAC after school this month. They have half-time performances 

and competitions to prepare for. Coach Laurie Wienert is excited 

about this group of girls who are focused particularly on dance 

since Cheer and Dance have been make into separate activities 

for the first time. The Dance Team is competing in two categories 

this year, Poms and Hip Hop.  It’s great to be neighbors with this 

dedicated and energetic groups. 

 
 

 
 

Thank you from Faith In Action. 
Thank you to the members for Grace for supporting the Christian 

Outreach Mission of Grace. Without you there would be no mission. The 

people that I work with on your behalf are very grateful for the things 

that you send their way. You have provided non-perishable food, 

clothing, blankets, afghans, mittens, hats, gloves, coats, money, 

Christmas gifts, hygiene items, detergent, paper products and much 

more. Your support means the world to those less fortunate. Thank you. 

Peace Be With You, 

Shari Waldron, BSW 

 Faith in Action 

Mark your calendars: 

The Appleton Conference WELCA  
2017 Spring Event  
will be held April 1, 2017  
at Gloria Dei in Neenah. 

Watch upcoming publications for information regarding registration,  
in-kind donations, times and more.   Share the information with friends  

and plan to attend the 2017 Spring WELCA Event. 
 

Coach Laurie 



10 

 

 

Mission Statement 

By grace, through faith,  

we  follow God’s word,  

share  gospel  of Jesus Christ and bring 

hope to others through  worship,  

education and outreach. 

Congregation Boards 

 

Executive Committee  
  

Tom Jensen, President 
 

Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP  
 

Ron William, Secretary 
 

Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer 
 

 
Council  

Jon Seidl, Education 
 

David Lease, Property  
 

Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,  

Worship and Music 
 

Ministry Leaders 
Sharon Meier, Grace Visitors  

           
Bob Waldron, Building Use Coord. 

 

Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch 
 

Shari Waldron, Faith in Action  
 

Who Are We? 
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the 
United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more 
than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the 
Caribbean region.  Known as the church of “God’s work. Our 
hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and 
service in the world.  The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of 
German church reformer, Martin Luther. 


